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lying head to foot, and that Lorenzo's was clothed in the
usual black garment, but Alessandro's in an embroidered shirt.
Mr. Charles Heath Wilson, who was present, remarked that
one of the cheek-bones of the latter body bore traces of a stab,
and that this corroborated Varchi's account of the murder.

When the tragedy of Alessandro's murder occurred, Mar-
garet, not knowing what might be the consequences to her-
self of the removal of a husband so justly detested by every
soul in Florence, fled at once to the Fortezza, which was held
by the troops of her father, the Emperor. Thence she departed
first to Prato, and then to Pisa, and after a short time, by
the Emperor's orders, removed to Spain. There, eight years
later, she was at the age of twenty-four forced to marry a boy
of thirteen, Ottavio Farnese, grandson of Pope Paul III, and
became in after life a very capable and celebrated woman,
who as Margaret of Parma was in 1559 made Regent of the
Netherlands by her half-brother, Philip II, and ruled that
country well under the most difficult circumstances for eight
years. In 1567 she insisted on resigning that rule, because she
would not be a party to the inhuman measures which Philip
had sent the Duke of Alva to the Netherlands to carry out, her
last act being to write to Philip begging him to temper justice
with mercy. Amidst general expressions of regret, she retired
from the Netherlands to her home hi Parma, where she died
in 1586.

Margaret was the last mistress of the family palace in the
Via Larga. Contessina de' Bardi, Lucrezia Tornabuoni,
Clarice Orsini, Alfonsina Orsini, Madeleine de la Tour d'Au-
vergne, and Margaret herself, had each in turn ruled as its
mistress. And when the last of them fled from it in terror, this
palace, where so many momentous events in the history of
Florence had taken place, ceased to be occupied by the head
of the family; 22 giving place to a palace, grander indeed in